statement  of  Governor  John  S.  Fine 
on  the  occasion  of  receipt  of  the 
Textile  Committee  report  from 
J.  Lee  Bausher,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  March  24,  1954 


Pennsylvania  is  deeply  grateful  for  the  generous  public  service  of  the 
distinguished  members  of  the  Governor's  Textile  Study  Committee.  I know  and 
appreciate  the  extent  to  which  they  have  contributed  their  time,  experience  and 
talents  to  meeting  the  problems  which  evoked  the  formation  of  the  Committee. 

Today,  the  unanimous  conclusions  of  two  year's  of  voluntary  investigation  are 
submitted  by  these  representative  spokesmen  of  labor  management  and  civic  affairs 
cn  the  important  orole  the  textile  industry  performs  in  the  economic  well  being  of 
the  COTMJonwealth. 

The  State  Administration  will  give  its  serious  and  reflective  consider- 
ation to  the  reconmendations  of  the  study.  This  report  is  assurance  to  the  people 
of  Pennsylvania  that  what  serves  best  the  common  good  economically  of  its  working 
people  will  have  the  earnest  support  and  cordial  good  will  of  your  state 
administration. 

The  conclusions  of  the  Governor's  Textile  Study  Committee  merit  the 
sincere  appreciation  also  of  all  the  citizens  of  our  great  industrial  empire. 

We  are  all  pertinently  aware  of  the  vitally  significant  place  occupied  by  textiles 
in  our  economic  security.  More  than  300,000  heads  of  Pennsylvania's  families  are 
gainfully  employed  in  textile  mills  in  many  industrial  conanunities  throughout  the 
commonwealth  drawing  salaries  in  excess  of  $600,000,000.00  a year.  The  stability 
of  this  industry's  future  and  its  existence  in  our  state  is  worthy  of  the  deepest 
concern  of  all  our  people. 

The  wide-spread  ill  effect  of  industrial  migration  by  textile  concerns 
two  decades  ago  upon  the  entire  economic  fabric  of  the  New  England  States  prompted 
initially  my  interest  in  forming  this  Committee.  We  were  determined  that  similar 
deterioration  in  this  industry  would  not  happen  here. 

I am  confident  the  report  of  this  Committee  shall  encourage  programming 
by  industry,  labor  and  state  government  assuring  such  events  must  and  will  not 
take  place  in  Pennsylvania.  Here  is  a study  offering  the  basis  of  a cormon  inquiry 
on  how  to  strengthen  this  keystone  of  our  industrial  structure  in  the  Keystone  State. 
Together,  we  should  go  forward  in  the  realization  of  what  is  most  suitable  and 
practical  for  the  welfare  of  our  conminity.  Let  us  seriously  investigate  the  means 
to  implement  what  is  best  in  this  coiranon  fruit  of  the  unanimity  achieved  by  labor, 
management  and  public  representatives  on  this  committee. 

The  history  of  textile  development  is  linked  indissolubly  to  the  economic 
ventures  of  Pennsylvania.  The  strands  of  this  unity  will  not  break  if  it: 
continuance  depends  on  the  abiding  common  commitment  of  industry,  labor,  '.d  the 
s^te  administration.  Public  and  private  support  for  improving  the  immec’';.te  future 
circumstances  of  the  textile  industry  is  a paramount  obligation  in  Pennsyl'  .mia. 

Upon  the  industry  is  continued  strength  and  health,  the  livelihood  of  so  many  of 
our  citizens  relies. 
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